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• Viruses

• The common cold is a viral infection of the upper 
respiratory tract. The most commonly implicated virus is 
a rhinovirus (30–80%), a type of picornavirus with 99 
known serotypes. Others include: coronavirus (10–15%), 
influenza (5–15%), human parainfluenza viruses, human 
respiratory syncytial virus, adenoviruses, enteroviruses, 
and metapneumovirus.Frequently more than one virus is 
present.In total over 200 different viral types are 
associated with colds.
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