He was sincerely religious, and
the character of the court became
less coarse as soon as he became
king. From his father he acquired
a stubborn belief that kings are
intended by God to rule, and his
earliest surviving letters reveal a
distrust of the unruly House of
Commons with which he proved
incapable of coming to terms.
Lacking flexibility or imagination,
he was unable to understand that
those political deceits that he
always practiced in increasingly
vain attempts to uphold his
authority eventually impugned his
honour and damaged his credit.




