P. Murdock’s study of cultural universals:

Age-grading, athletic sports, bodily
adornment, calendar, cleanliness training,
community organizations, cooking,
cooperative labor, cosmology, courtship,
dancing, decorative art. divination, division
of labor, dream interpretation, education,
eschatology, ethics, ethnobotany, etiquette,
faith healing. family feasting, firemaking,
folklore, food taboos, funeral rites, games,
gestures, gift giving, government, greetings,
hairstyles, hospitality, housing, hygiene,
incest taboos, inheritance rules, joking, kin
groups, kinship nomenclature, language,
law, luck superstitions, magic,. marriage,
mealtimes, medicine, obstetrics, penal
sanctions, personal names, population
policy, postnatal care, pregnancy usages,
property rights, propitiation of supernatural
beings, puberty customs, religious rituals,
residence rules, sexual restrictions, soul
concepts, status differentiation, surgery,
toolmaking, trade, visiting, weaving, and
weather control.

Edward O. Wilson’s alien culture:

Age-grading, antennal rites, body licking,
calendar, cannibalism, caste determinism,
caste laws, colony-foundation rules, colony
organization, cleanliness training, communal
nurseries, cooperative labor, cosmology,
courtship, division of labor, drone control,
education, eschatology, ethics, etiquette,
euthanasia, firemaking, food taboos,
gift-giving, government, greetings, grooming
rituals, hospitality, hosing, hygiene, incest
taboos, language, larval care, law, medicine,
metamorphosis rites, mutual regurgitation,
nursing castes, nuptial flights, nutrient eggs,
population policy, queen obeisance,
residence rules, sex determination, solder
castes, sisterhoods, status differentiation,
sterile workers, surgery, symbiont care,
toolmaking, trade, visiting, weather control . .
. and still other activities so alien as to make
mere description by our language difficult.



